


Welcome to the 67th Annual Allentown 
Art Festival  
Buffalo NY 
 
Dear Visitors, Exhibitors and Concessionaires:

Welcome to the 2024 Allentown Art Festival. This is our third live show following 
two years of pandemic on line shows. Each live festival has seen greater joy and 
energy than the year before, and that the momentum continues this year. You will see 

compositions from 350 artists of all types. 

We once again extend a warm welcome as we gather in downtown Buffalo’s historic Allentown neighborhood to 
celebrate the visual arts. The charm of Allentown, the uniqueness and quality of the arts and crafts, and Buffalo’s 
reliably gorgeous June weather combine to make this an exciting, memorable, and just plain fun weekend. Now in our 
67th year, the Allentown Art Festival continues as one of Buffalo’s most venerated and well-attended annual events.

Every year brings new changes and improvements. We welcome the Corning Glass Museum with its displays and 
demonstrations. CEPA Gallery will bring its photo lab. The Hunt Gallery and Allentown Art Festival will be presenting 
works by emerging artists.  This year will also include metal smithing and pottery demonstrations. Buffalo State will 
once again be hosting a pottery demonstration. This year’s food and music is greatly expanded, with the addition of 
food trucks on Franklin Street, new concessionaires, and a live music in front of the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site. 
Visit Buffalo Niagara will have a tent on Allen and Delaware.  

This year, we decided to forego the paper edition of our annual Show Guide in favor of an on line one. You can find 
the Festival map, the list of artists and where they are located, and all of the other information that we published in 
the paper guide at our website, www.allentownartfestival.com, which you can access from your phone. If you miss the 
paper version, please let us know. The website includes a link to the Festival Store, where you can purchase t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, tote bags, posters, baby apparel, exercise clothing, organic apparel and so much more, adorned with 
vintage designs from as early as 1964. You can stay connected with us by following us on Facebook, Instagram, X 
(formerly Twitter), and YouTube.  

Along with my fellow Board Members, I am honored and pleased to carry on the Art Festival’s tradition that has evolved 
in so many ways over so many years. Since 1958, this all-volunteer group has brought together art, artists, art lovers, 
festival lovers, food lovers, and so many others, to produce a top-notch show of arts and crafts, and to actively foster 
participation and support among artists and cultural institutions. We offer prize awards, art scholarships and art projects 
in Buffalo’s Public Schools. We also support aspiring young artists with the Locust Street Neighborhood Art Classes. As 
a non-profit organization, we earn our money from our wonderful exhibitors, and we return it to the local community.  

This Festival has become Buffalo’s “Annual Rite of Spring.” If you are visiting Western New York, please stay a few 
extra days, or return soon, to enjoy local cultural activities, natural wonders and relics of our historic past. We have 
a wonderful waterfront, including Canalside, wonderful museums, parks, historic architecture, special places and 
celebrations that are so abundant and unique to Buffalo Niagara.

We don’t think you should miss a minute of the festival, but if you find yourself with a little extra time, take a drive or 
walk by the newly renamed Buffalo AKG Art Museum at 1285 Elmwood Avenue. It’s grand opening last year attracted 
world attention after a staggering $230 million capital campaign. The new glass structure connects to the gallery by sky 
bridge, and there is a new courtyard. Two major architectural magazines listed it among the most anticipated projects of 
2023.  

We welcome with open arms both newcomers and longtime patrons. We hope that each of you absorb all of the art, 
concessions, music, entertainment and all-around fun offered by this nationally-renowned festival.

Finally, we extend thanks to our 60-plus volunteer working members, to the City of Buffalo and other governmental 
bodies, and to the Allentown business community and residents. Their essential help and cooperation help make the 
Festival an annual success.

 
   Sincerely, 
   Rita Harrington-Lippman 
   President. 
 

                439 Delaware Ave   s Buffalo, NY 14202  s   rita@allentownartfestival.com



Saturday, June 8th 
Sunday, June 9th, 2024
11:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

Produced And Presented By 

The Allentown Art Festival, a cultural, 
not-for-profit organization, was founded 
in 1958 and is continued by the work 
of more than 40 dedicated volunteer 
members. Its history and other artifacts 
are documented and preserved as a 
Local Legacy for future generations by 

the U.S. Library of Congress. The Society is a recipient of the Knox 
Award for Lifetime Achievement, awarded by the Arts Council in 
Buffalo and Erie County.

Media Category Prizes Awarded 

Painting, Drawing/Graphics, Sculpture, Photography, Mixed Media, 
Jewelry, Glass/Acrylic, Clay, Creative Crafts (Hard and Soft).

Art Scholarships Awarded 

Scholarships were awarded to more than fifteen students at the New 
York State Summer School of the Arts and to Western New York students 
attending various schools.

Purpose 

The purpose of the Allentown Art Festival is to promote appreciation for 
the arts. We invite artists to display and sell their creations to attendees 
of Buffalo’s largest and most beloved outdoor festival. We also encourage 
and fund student interest in the arts and we boost beautification efforts in 
the Allentown neighborhood. The Allentown Art Festival makes donations 
to various arts and cultural groups.

Officers  
President................ Rita Harrington-Lippman
Vice President ......................... Patty Murrett 
Treasurer  ........................ Philippe Deterville 
Recording Secretary  ............ Barbara Maze 
Corresponding Secretary  ...... Arline Scaffidi

Life Members 
Anthony Cassetta, John Fiore, 
Patricia Frizzelle, Barbara Graham, 
David Granville,  Daniel Hannah, Rita 
Harrington-Lippman,  Sean Hill, H. Robert 
Hodge, Barbara Maze, Thomas Milone, 
Joseph Richter, Arline Scaffidi, Joseph 
Simms, William Smith, Robert Hodge.



Allentown Art Festival Committees
 
Entry & Placement 
Chairman: Rita Lippman / Joe 
Richter. 
Business Relations 
Chairman: Sean Hill, co-chairs 
Isabelle Fritz, Rita Lippman. 
Demonstrations 
Chairman: Karen Amborski, 
Barbara Maze 
Concessions 
Chairman: Bill Smith, Philippe 
Deterville.
Security 
Chairman: Kristen Gian, Maria 
Waldmiller, Isabelle Fritz, Sue 
Napier, Karen Amborski, Philippe 
Deterville, Laurel Mark, Colleen 
Groves, Laura Szczepankiewicz. 
Health & Safety 
Chairman: Isabelle Fritz. 
Digital Media 
Chairman: John Fiore. 
Website/ZAPP 
Chairman: John Fiore. 
Membership 
Chairman: Paula Marie Borkowski. 
Judges 
Chairman:  Patty Murrett, Maria 
Waldmiller. 
Judging Hall 
Chairman:  Patty Murrett, Ron 
Waldmiller, Tom Milone, Barbara 
Maze, Barbara Wenke, Ryan 
Gellman, Laura Szczepankiewicz.

Special Thanks 

The Allentown Art Festival extends its gratitude to the following people and 
organizations, without whose help, the Annual Art Festival would not be possible. 

Thanks to: 

Mayor Byron Brown 
Mitch Nowakowski, Buffalo Common Counsel  
John C. Garcia, Erie County Sheriff 
Mark C. Poloncarz, Erie County Executive  
Special Events Committee – City of Buffalo  
Sanitation Department – City of Buffalo  
License Division – City of Buffalo 
The Buffalo Police Department

Erie County Sheriff’ Department, Mounted 
Division 
Buffalo Police Reserves 
The Buffalo Fire Department 
The Erie County Department of Health 
The Pepsi Cola Bottling Company 
Allentown Community Businesses 

 
Transportation (golf carts) 
Chairman: Paula Marie Borkowski, 
Ron Waldmiller, Philippe Deterville. 
Jurying Processing 
Chairman: Rita Lippman / Joe 
Richter, Patty Murrett. 
Poster & T-Shirt 
Chairman: Barbara Maze: Paula 
Marie Borkowski, John Fiore, 
Karen Amborski, Joe Richter, Bill 
Smith, Diane Kuszynski. 
Scholarship 
Chairman: Barbara Wenke, John 
Fiore, Philippe Deterville, Kellie 
Marie Roy, Sue Napier. 
Social 
Chairman(s): Mollie Gaughan, 
Diane Kuszynski, Diane Waldmiller. 
Artist Reception 
Chairman: Isabelle Fritz , Kirsten 
Gian, Susan Napier, Mimi Ellerbe. 
Donations 
Chairman: Phil Deterville, Barbara 
Maze, Laurel Mark. 
Financial 
Chairman: Phil Deterville 
Sunshine 
Maria Waldmiller



Thanks To Our Exhibitors,
Food Vendors,

and The Allentown Community
For Your Support For 67 Years.

 
The Allentown Art Festival would like you to know where our net revenues 
go. Here is a look at recent past years. Since 1991, these organizations 
have benefited because you supported the Allentown Art Festival each year:

                                                Prizes to Exhibitors 
                 
The Allentown Art Festival presents cash prizes to exhibitors each year 
of over $18,000 in total, within each category of art including painting, 
sculpture, glass, drawing & graphics, jewelry, etc.  Since 1991, the 
Allentown Art Festival has given over $500,000 in prize money to the artists.  

Scholarships Totaling More Than $300,000.
  
The Allentown Art Festival Scholarship Program awards scholarships to 
high school seniors enrolling in arts programs at colleges and universities, 
as well as students continuing their art programs during their sophomore, 
junior and senior years.  The Allentown Art Festival Scholarship Program 
also provides scholarships for high school students within the eight 
counties of Western New York participating in the New York State Summer 
School for the Arts program.   
                        
                             Donations – Totaling More Than $400,000 
                
The following organizations have received donations during the past 30 
years:  Birchfield Penney Art Center, Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo 
Board of Education Art Department, Buffalo & Erie County Historical 
Society, Buffalo Olmsted Parks, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Buffalo 
Police Reserves, Buffalo Society of Artists, East Aurora Art Society, 
Erie County Sheriff’s Mounted Division, Fine Arts League, Locust Street 
Neighborhood Art Classes, Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Historic Site, 
Buffalo Police Athletic League and many more local organizations. 

 
The Allentown Art Festival is a cultural not-for-profit organization.  All 

members of the Allentown Art Festival, Inc. are volunteers.



 
 

2024 Poster Design 
Winner $2,000 

 
  Karen Kutoloski is a self-taught 

artist residing in Solon, Ohio. 
Her artistic journey began 
the moment she learned 
how to pick up a pencil and 
draw but became secondary 
as she pursued a career in 
medicine.  After a 30-year 
career as a Cardiologist, she 
has finally been able to shift 
her focus back to her creative 

passion.  Karen recently returned to college at Cuyahoga 
Community College to seek a degree in Illustration. Karen 
works primarily in traditional mediums, such as pen and 
ink, watercolor and oils.  She is heavily influenced by bright 
colors, and loves combining fantasy, whimsical imagery, 
and reality. Karen has done commissions for clients over 
the years and few things bring her such endless joy as her 
family, nature, and painting.

 
 

Student 
 

Design 
 

Winners 

About the Poster Art Competition And Winners 
Each year, the Allentown Art Festival holds a competition to select the official poster that 
accompanies the festival & is featured on our T-Shirt. Information regarding design details is 
sent to all area secondary schools and colleges & posted on Social Media. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Place $500 
Elisa Church-Goupil 
Daemen University

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Second Place $300 
Gerardo Garcia Bedolla 

 Wilson High School

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Place $200 
Cameryn Zastrow 

Niagara Wheatfield HS

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honorable Mention $100 
Alex Naylor 
ON Boces 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honorable Mention $100 
Jocelyn Mack 

Lyndonville, HS

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Place $500 
Jacob Foote



Buffalo Public Schools - A Part Of  The Festival 
 
When visiting the Art Festival, stop by the special tent set up for students from the 
Buffalo Public Schools. The Buffalo Public Schools Art Education Department is also 
pleased to announce the sponsorship of five awards totaling $5,000 through the 
Allentown Art Festival. The awards have been granted to schools whose art teachers 
have developed and submitted exemplary and unique art lessons. Each teacher is 
awarded $1,000, which is used for art materials that specifically help in the successful 
implementation of each teacher’s proposed art lesson.

 
Recent Allentown Art Festival - Scholarship Program 

Allentown Art Festival Scholarship Program is an important aspect of the Festival. 
A total of more than $22,000 was awarded this past year. Your attendance insures 
the future of this program, as you help create student interest and participation. 
All funds are obtained through artists and concessionaires fees. Two levels of art 
students are affected, High School Seniors and College Sophomores. 

2024 High School Scholarship Award Winners
 

Natalie Wadin - Home Schooled 
Lucy Hereth - Clarence High School 

Mila Aquilina - Sweet Home High School 
Emma Gretschmnn - Lake Shore Senior High School 

Rebekah Fineour - West Seneca East Senior High School 
Sara Herandez - Sweet Home High School 

Mikayla Redmond - West Seneca West Senior High School 
Teagan Costello - Amherst Central High School 

The Allentown Art Festival, in conjunction with The Community Foundation for 
Greater Buffalo, has established a permanent, self-sustaining scholarship fund. 

Even if the Allentown Art Festival ceases to exist, the Allentown Art Festival 
Scholarship Fund guarantees that scholarships will continue to be awarded. 

Total Scholarship Awards - $26,000

NYSSA 

The Allentown Art Festival supports the New York State Summer School for the 
Arts with at least $4,000 in scholarships for high school students. NYSSSA 
chooses 140 students from across New York State for this outstanding program. 
Concentrated Visual Arts in several media are taught by professional artists from 
across the state.



 
2023 

 66th Annual Allentown Art Festival Prize Awards 

Jewelry
Mary Myszkiewicz Award 
1st Place – Roberta Yates 
2nd Place – Humberto Hernandez  
3rd Place – Reagan Hayhurst 
 
Drawing / Graphics
1st Place – Robin Frisella 
2nd Place – Christopher Deighan 
3rd Place – Michael Smith 
 
Creative Crafts Soft
1st Place – Roberto Quintero 
2nd Place – Maura Hartwig 
3rd Place – Maureen Harding 
 
Creative Crafts Hard
1st Place - Raymond Morin 
2nd Place – Brian Newton 
3rd Place – Fred Janik 
 
Glass/Acrylic
1st Place – Mary Catherman 
2nd Place – Michael Radigan  
3rd Place – Jon Mowell
 
Clay
Harold and Sylvia Goldstein Award 
1st Place – Michael Cho 
2nd Place – Thomas Hooper 
3rd Place – Marcus Acevedo

Best of Show Award
Louis Cherenzia Award 
Thomas P. Asklar – Painting 
 
Purchase Award 
Bill Dziejman – Photography 

Painting 
Miriam K. Notaro Award 
Sponsored by Pepsi Bottling Group Buffalo 
1st Place – Tracy DelValle 
2nd Place – Tara Turnbull 
3rd Place – Felecity A. Vickmant 

Sculpture
Joseph and Ruth Bolinsky Award 
1st Place – Paul Henry Devoti 
2nd Place – Brian Pfeiffer 
3rd Place – Jeffrey Loucks 
 
Photography 
Dr. Joseph and Dorthy Manch Award 
1st Place - James Hoggard 
2nd Place – Adam Swift  
3rd Place – Shawn Kasmala 
  
Mixed Media
Shirley French Award 
1st Place – David Manny 
2nd Place – Shirley Nigro 
3rd Place – Mitzi Hall 

 
Judges 

   Aitina Fareed-Cooke
M. Andrea Holden

Vince Pontillo-Verrastro
Stephen Saracino

Gary L. Wolfe



2024 Street Judges

Don J. Siuta has been involved in the arts in WNY for over 45 years. He attended Buffalo State College 
where he majored in Art Education & minored in Art History. He also studied painting, photography & design. 
Mr Siuta is the founder & director of Art Dialogue Gallery. He was the primary organizer & founding member 
of the WNY Artist Group, a not-for-profit community based arts membership organization that represents over 
250 artists in the area. As an arts administrator he has served on various committees & boards related to the 
arts & has juried, judged & curated many exhibitions throughout WNY. Mr Siuta lectures extensively & has 
been an adjunct professor at Canisius College, State University of NY at Buffalo & State University at Buffalo. 
Since 1994 he has served on the Board of Directors of the City of Buffalo Arts Commission & currently is 

the chair of the City’s Art & Monument Conservation & Restoration Committee. Previously he was a board member of Artists Gallery, 
Buffalo Society of Artists, Arts Parts & the Allentown Association. In December of 2023 Don was appointed by County Executive Mark 
Poloncarz to the newly formed Erie County Art in Public Places Committee. 
As an artist Mr Siuta has had a solo exhibitions at the Buffalo Club & at the former Arts Council of Buffalo & Erie County. He is an 
exhibiting member of the WNY Artists Group & the Buffalo Society of Artist. His work can be found at Art Dialogue Gallery & at the 
Collector’s Gallery at AKG. His artwork included in various collections including the permanent collection of the Birchfield Penney Art 
Center. Mr Siuta is adept at curated exhibitions. 

Dr. Gerald Mead is an independent curator, art collector & arts writer who recently retired from teaching 
in the Art & Design Department of the Buffalo State University. He is a leading authority on WNY art & 
received his MFA in Visual Studies from the University at Buffalo, where he was a Dean’s Scholar. As a 
former longtime curator at the Burchfield Penney Art Center, Mead organized over 130 exhibitions, some of 
which toured nationally. He is an appointed member of the Buffalo Arts Commission, serves on several art 
committees & boards in the region & frequently juries local & national art exhibitions. Mead’s own artwork is 
in the collections of Buffalo AKG Art Museum, George Easement Museum, Castellani Art Museum, Oregon 
State University, Sprint Foundation & the International Museum of College, Assemblage & Construction in 
Santa Fe, NM among others. Mead’s works have been in museum & gallery exhibitions throughout the US 

& in Australia, Canada, China, England, Poland & Russia & are published in six collegiate textbooks. He has also lectured on his 
work at Cambridge University, Chautauqua Institution & several SUNY Colleges & University & received grants from the New York 
Foundation for the Arts & the New York State Council for the Arts.

George Grace is a visual artist working mainly with pastels & acrylics. He has won awards in three of the past 
four regional WNY art exhibitions: two Best of Shows in Buffalo’s Fine Arts League (Blast Furnaces Under a 
Shrouded Moon & Watching the Sunrise) and Second Place in the Pastel Society of WNY exhibition at the 
Kenan Center. (Through the Rain-Blurred Windshield) He is a four term past president of the Buffalo Society 
of Artists. Many of the paintings in his Steel Plant Series comes from photos he took while working as an 
electrician prior to the massive layoff or 1977, and from photos he’s taken of the nature reclaimed ruins of the 
Coke Ovens some forty year’s after the closing, many are in the WNY Steel Plant Museum & were exhibited at 
the Burchfield Penny Art Center. 

He has also written several articles, including in Pastel Journal & Art Calendar, had taught numerous writing and art workshops & private, 
lessons, and has judged dozens of art exhibitions & festivals. When not painting, he writes poetry & had six plays produced locally. 
His art is included in numerous private & public collections nationally.

Melinda K. Schneider - I’m interested in the many aspects of reflection - what exists on the other, or opposite 
side. This influence can be seen in self-portraits, though the looking glass, in puddles or large bodies of water, 
shiny objects in the night skies, or any elements which are reflective, either literally or figuratively. Many of my 
pieces harbor an alternative dimension.  I have considered myself an artist since I was a small child & I majored 
in Art in both High School & college at Buffalo State. 
Over the years, I have studied privately with artists in Buffalo & with Max Schertz in San Fransisco, while working 
as an artist & crafts person painting murals, in addition to the design & creation of custom clothes for a North 
Beach Leather & developing masks, costumes for the Renaissance Faires in Northern & Southern California. 
My artwork, whether it be custom jewelery or paintings in oil, acrylic & pastels has exhibited in various WNY ven-

ues, including Ellicottville, Lewiston Art Festival & the NT Riverwalk. As an active member of the BNAA, River Art Gallery, the Carnegie Arts 
Center, the Fine Arts League, as well as an associate Member of the BSA receiving recognition for Best of Show in the Niagara Frontier Art 
Exhibit at the Kenan Center, Best of Show in the FAL Spring Exhibition in 2021; and the Best of Show in the FAL 2023 Exhibition. Currently 
the Gallery Manager at River Art Gallery & Gifts in North Tonawanda NY.

Nancy Peterson is a watercolor & oil painter. She grew up in Orchard Park, N.Y. and studied art at Cazenovia 
College. Nancy became a registered nurse and worked in labor and delivery for many years. 
Currently she is the proprietor of the Westfall’s Farmhouse Art Studio where artists collaborate in a variety of 
creative ways.

2024 Judges

Kathryn Greene earned a BFA with a concentration in Printmaking at the University at Buffalo in 1999.  She worked at Tapir Editions 
in New York City before returning to pursue post-baccalaureate certification in Art Studies at Buffalo State College.  While studying, she 
worked at Abaca Press and the Arts in Education Institute of WNY.  She then taught education at Maryvale Intermediate.  In 2004, she 
began teaching at the Clarence Central School District.  In 2008, she earned a Master’s Degree in Education at UB.  Currently, she is 
the District Chair of the Art Department and is pursuing a certification in Educational Leadership at Canisius College.
 
Lauren Trent served as CEPA Gallery’s Education Director from 1999 until her retirement in 2022. She is a professional photographer 
who holds a Masters of Arts and Humanities in Art History/Education, a Bachelor’s Degree in Photography (both from the University at 
Buffalo), and an Associate’s Degree in Photography form Villa Maria College.  At CEPA, she oversaw the design and implementation of 
all educational programming, with an emphasis on outreach to diverse communities, including newly resettled refuges, individuals with 
developmental and learning disabilities, and at-risk youth.  Under her direction, CEPA received the 2013 National Arts & Humanities 
Youth Program Award from the Obama Whitehouse.  She has taught photography classes at Villa Maria College, Daemen College, and 
at the University at Buffalo’s Visual Studies Department.
























